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June 19-20, 2012
10th Annual Autism/
Asperger’s Conference

July 26, 2012
Autism All-Stars with the 

Lake County Captains

November 3, 2012
10th Anniversary Celebration

Honoring Founding Board Members

Spring 2013
Family & Community event

THANK YOU TO OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY SPONSORS:

MIlESTONES AUTISM ORgANIzATION IS PROUd TO cOMMEMORATE OUR 
10TH ANNIVERSARY wITH A SERIES Of EdUcATIONAl ANd cElEbRATORY EVENTS:

Albert and Audrey Ratner 
Foundation

Lois Joan davis

OrGanizaTiOn FOr 
auTiSM rESEarCh

10thAnniversArY
celebrAtion
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Karin Hess-Hopkins has dedicated her career to children and adolescents on 
the autism spectrum  In her role as Supervisor of Community Programming 
at Monarch School, Karin has developed many successful programs for 
children and adolescents on the autism spectrum  She is a leader in the 
development of activities for children and their families  Karin’s successes 
include the very popular Summer Social Language Program, adapted 
birthday parties, adapted family movies, family kite days, family support 
groups, sib shops and Lego therapy 

For the past 10 years Karin’s vision for families and children has 
tremendously benefited our autism community  Her innovative ideas 
have literally opened doors for individuals with autism to be included in 
community events and fully access local resources  Karin’s professional 
commitment to autism has gone well above and beyond the call of duty  

Karin hess-hopkins
Professional Excellence Award 

hOnOrinG MiLESTOnES 
2012 aWarD rECiPiEnTS

Aletta Sinoff PhD, CCC/SLP, BCBA-D is Director of the Cleveland Clinic Center 
for Autism which includes a comprehensive school program, consultation and 
outpatient services, a multidisciplinary diagnostic clinic and research program  
She has extensive experience in early intervention, speech/language therapy, 
behavioral teaching through adulthood, and designing staff training  She has 
presented locally and nationally on a variety of topics pertaining to ASD  

Aletta’s strongest passion is working with families wherever they are on 
their journey with autism  She has two adult sons, one of whom has autism  
Her personal experience and professional expertise have contributed to the 
improvement of services for hundreds of individuals with special needs  Aletta 
has been instrumental in developing self-esteem and self-worth in people 
affected by autism  Aletta is truly a leader in our local autism community 

aletta Sinoff
Professional Excellence Award
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Aaron Danielpour is a graduate of Beachwood High School  While in high 
school, Aaron was on the Robotics Team, performed in JCC Playmakers 
Youth Theater, and volunteered at Montefiore  Aaron is the founder and 
lead student mentor for a peer mentoring program called “Wingspread 
Connections” at Beachwood High School  Wingspread Connections was 
created to help incoming freshmen on the autism spectrum transition 
smoothly into the high school by pairing them with an older student who 
has a similar disability  Aaron was honored with a national Temple Grandin 
Award highlighting him as an up and coming community leader  For his 
senior search project, Aaron interned at Milestones and created a manual 
for schools and parents to use who are interested in starting a similar 
mentoring program  

Aaron has definitely inspired and blazed a trail for teens with and without 
disabilities to follow  Aaron looks forward to attending Case Western 
Reserve University in the fall where he plans to study computer or electrical 
engineering  He also plans to continue his work helping students with 
autism while he is in college  

Thirty four year old Andrew Wasserman may be from a small town, Helena, 
Ohio, but he has a huge heart and compassion for those in need  With a 
strong desire to give back to the local Cleveland community after moving 
here in 2009, Andrew decided to host a fundraiser for Milestones Autism 
Organization  And what better time for a fundraiser then Andrew’s birthday! 
Andrew, a busy college student, took on the fundraiser from start to finish 
creating invitations, decorations, entertainment, and an auction  Andrew’s 
“Party with a Purpose” fundraising efforts raised over $1,000 this year and 
last year  Andrew’s gift to Milestones will help families in Northeast Ohio 
affected by autism  

Andrew recently graduated from Terra State Community College with 
a degree in Business/Marketing  He plans to pursue a career in the 
marketing and event planning field  Andrew hopes to help organizations 
like Milestones nationwide  His contagious enthusiasm and volunteerism 
will continue to make a difference in the future  

aaron Danielpour
Teen Trailblazer Award

andrew Wasserman
Volunteer Appreciation Award 
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YEaR-ROuND EDuCaTIONaL PROGRaMS
JuNE 2011 TO MaY 2012

PARENT & PROFESSIONAL WORKSHOPS
 Date Title Location Co-Presenter with Milestones

 6/21/11 Milestones 9th Annual Autism/ Mayfield Heights, OH Keynote Speaker: 
  Asperger’s Conference:  Michelle Garcia Winner, MA, CCC-SLP
  Life-Long Strategies for Success  

 8/8/11- Milestones School Team Training:  Beachwood, OH Jaclyn Crissinger, MS, BCBA
 8/12/11 Effective Interventions for the Classroom  Jennifer Sweeney, PhD, BCBA-D

 8/23/11 Successful Inclusion for Learners with High  Berea, OH Suzann Fleming, MA, BCBA 
  Functioning Autism or Asperger’s Syndrome 

 8/29/11 Milestones Autism Services    Cuyahoga County Board of Mia Buchwald Gelles
    Developmental Disabilities, Beth Thompson, MSSA 
   Cleveland, OH 

 10/4/11 College Prep 101: Preparing and   Valley View, OH Beth Thompson, MSSA 
  Transitioning Your Teen with ASD   

 10/14/11 Working with Adults with ASD:   Cuyahoga County Board of  Beth Thompson, MSSA 
  Connecting to Resources and Decreasing Developmental Disabilities,  
  Challenging Behaviors Cleveland, OH

 11/15/11 Financial & Education Law Issues  Beachwood, OH  Kerry Agins, Esq.  
  for Parents of  Teens with Asperger’s  Ken Vinikoff

 2/6/12 Transition to Adulthood and Customized  Monarch Center for Autism Beth Thompson, MSSA
  Employment Cleveland, OH  

 2/12/12 Autism Training for John Carroll University  Solon, OH Beth Thompson, MSSA
  Students  

 2/22/12 Transition to Adulthood —  UH Westlake Health Center  Beth Thompson, MSSA
  9th Annual Autism Seminar Series Westlake, OH

 2/24/12 School Team Training Follow-up Beachwood, OH Jaclyn Crissinger, MS, BCBA
     

 3/23/12 Rehabilitation Service Commission Training Cleveland Clinic Center for  Beth Thompson, MSSA 
    Autism, Cleveland, OH  

 4/4/12 Self-Advocacy Skills Training Valley View, OH Beth Thompson, MSSA

 5/3/12 First Responders: What to Look for, How to  Solon Police Station  Beth Thompson, MSSA
  Help and Communicate with Individuals Solon, OH
  with ASD in Public Settings

 5/18/12 Employment Options for Individuals with  Parent Group, Cuyahoga East  Beth Thompson, MSSA 
  Autism Spectrum Disorder Post Graduation Vocational Education 
   Consortium (CEVEC)

 5/12 Milestones Autism Services  Cleveland Clinic Pediatricians,  Ilana Hoffer Skoff, MA 
    NE Ohio, various locations Tara Tonsetic 

MILESTONES CONSORTIUM FOR AUTISM PROFESSIONALS (MCAP)
 10/25/11 Sexual Education for Teens and Adults   Beachwood, OH Sherry A. Moyer, MSW, LSW
  with ASD  Executive Research Director, 
    The University of Toledo

 1/18/12 Latest in Autism Research   Beachwood, OH Lynn Singer, PhD, MA, MEd
     Case Western Reserve University 

 4/18/12 Planning for the Transition from School  Beachwood, OH  Jennifer Sweeney, PhD, BCBA-D 
  to Summer    Suzann Fleming, MA, BCBA
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Featuring:
  roadmap for Personal 

Planning from Birth 
through adulthood 

  Expanded and updated 
resource Center

  Practical Tips for 
Families, Professionals 
and individuals

  Comprehensive autism 
Community Calendar

Visit www.milestones.org today!

a nEW anD iMPrOvED 
WEBSiTE TO SErvE Our 
COMMuniTy BETTEr!

 Coming 
this 
 summer!
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MILESTONES CONSORTIuM 
fOR auTISM PROfESSIONaLS (MCaP)

MCAP is an innovative network designed to support professionals serving the autism 
community, broaden their connections with others in their own and complementary fields, and 
share knowledge of best practice evidence-based approaches.  MCAP Affiliate Groups include: 
Clinicians, ABA Professionals, and Educators.

Past events include: 

Caring for the Caregiver featuring Michael Roizen, MD

Accessing Local Services & Supports for Adults on the Spectrum featuring Chris Filler, 
OCALI and Francine Demitriou, Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism

Future Trends in Technology for Autism Support featuring SmartEd Services, Monarch 
Teaching Technologies, Good Vibrations, Region 2 State Support Team

Sexual Education for Teens and Adults with ASD featuring Sherry A. Moyer, MSW, 
LSW, The University of Toledo Center for Excellence in Autism   

The Latest in Autism Research featuring Lynn Singer, PhD, MA, MEd, Case Western 
Reserve University  

Planning for the Transition to and from Summer featuring Suzann Fleming, MA, BCBA 
and Jennifer Sweeney, PhD, BCBA-D, Solutions Behavioral Consulting 

n  Attend networking events for professionals working with individuals with autism 
n  Earn professional development and continuing education credits
n  Link to national partners of Milestones including OAR
n  Advise on Milestones educational programming to meet the needs of professionals
n  Volunteer to develop community educational activities
n  Access information about job opportunities

Suzann Fleming, MA, BCBA Susan Schraff, MEd, EdS Nancy Roizen, MD
Behavior Consultant Educational Consultant Rainbow Child Development Center

Jennifer Sweeney, PhD, BCBA-D Steven Wexberg, MD
Behavior Consultant Cleveland Clinic Foundation

Please visit the Milestones table in the exhibitor hall to join this exciting network of: 

n behavior consultants n behavior therapists n neurologists
n occupational therapists n pediatricians n physical therapists
n psychiatrists n social workers n psychologists
n educators n speech and language pathologists

For more information, please email Tara at tara@milestones.org or call 216-464-7600.

MISSION

QUARTERLY 
EVENTS

OPPORTUNITIES

STEERING 
COMMITTEE

ACCESS  
MCAP NOW!

INFORMATION
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Beth Thompson, MSSA
Milestones Teen/Adult 
Services Coordinator

Milestones Teen/
Adult Services 

Coordinator, Beth 
Thompson, can 
help your IEP 
team or family 

craft an achievable, 
measurable and 
comprehensive 
transition plan. 

TrAnSiTion PlAnning
Transition planning creates a path 
for the intended outcomes for a 
student’s adult life post-high school.  
Whether the student is college-bound 
or is going straight into employment 
following graduation, comprehensive 
planning will help the IEP team, family 
and student reach these future goals. 

ConSulTATion ServiCeS
Milestones also provides phone and office consultations focusing on: 
•		IEP	review	and	preparations	for	teens
•		Connecting	to	community	resources:	independent	living,	employment,	

post-secondary education, social and recreational programs
•		Assistance	seeking	funding	for	transition-related	needs
•		College	preparation	and	planning

TrAining And WorkShoPS 
Milestones training and workshops can be tailored to a specific agency, school, 
or family.  Topics include:
•		Supporting	Students	with	High	Functioning	ASD	in	the	General	Education	
Classroom	

•		Self-Advocacy	and	Self-Determination	for	Adults	with	ASD
•		Strategies	to	Enhance	Vocational	Outcomes	
•		Decreasing	Challenging	Behaviors	in	a	Work	Setting	

Milestones is at the forefront of addressing the needs of an aging autism 
population. Families and providers are faced with the new challenges of preparing 
and transitioning students into the real world of work and community living.

Milestones response to this community need is The Roadmap to Adulthood 
Project. This innovative program supports families and providers in creating and 
following through on successful transition planning.  

For more information or to schedule an appointment, contact Beth Thompson 
at bthompson@milestones.org or 216.464.7600 (ext. 108).

MileSToneS roAdMAP To
Teen & AdulT ServiCeS

TrAnSiTion 
PlAnning

employment

community 
living

housing education
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aBOuT auTISM 
Prepared by Milestones Autism Organization, except where noted.

H WHaT IS auTISM? 

Autism is a developmental disability, 3rd most 
common in the U.S., considered the result of a 
neurological condition affecting normal brain 
function. The exact cause is unknown. The 
 disorder affects 1 in 88 individuals nationwide. As 
a spectrum disorder, individuals have a varied set of 
issues and require differing levels of assistance. In 
general, children with autism exhibit characteristic 
 symptoms that include:

• impaired social interaction

• impaired communication

• restricted interests

• repetitive behaviors.

Persons with autism may fail to respond to their 
name and often avoid eye contact with other 
people. They have difficulty interpreting what 
others are thinking or feeling due to challenges in 
understanding social cues, such as tone of voice or 
facial expressions. Many have a reduced sensitivity 
to pain, but may be abnormally sensitive to sound, 
touch, or other sensory stimulation.   

H WHaT IS aSPERGER’S SYNDROME?
(from OAR website: www.researchautism.org)

Like classic autism, Asperger’s Syndrome is a 
 neurological disorder that affects a person’s ability 
to communicate and relate to others. Common 
 effects of the disorder include:

•  Trouble understanding social cues and 
 conversational language styles

•  Inflexible routines or rituals

•  Repetition of movements or words and phrases

•  Difficulties with fine-motor skills and sensory 
integration

•  Persistent preoccupation with objects or nar-
rowly focused topics of interest.

H WHaT IS PDD-NOS? 
(from OAR website: www.researchautism.org)

Pervasive Developmental Disorder-Not Otherwise 
Specified (PDD-NOS) is the term used to identify 
a condition that shares the same central features 
as autism, yet does not meet all the criteria for an 
actual diagnosis of autism or Asperger’s Syndrome. 
While learners with a PDD-NOS diagnosis may 
present as being “less affected” than the learner 
with autism, the course of intervention generally 
parallels that of an autism diagnosis.

H WaRNING SIGNS fOR auTISM

If you notice these signs, seek professional assessment. 

•   Children may not play with others or with toys 
in a typical manner, rather they may prefer to 
play alone or play with toys the same way all 
the time.

•   Verbal and nonverbal communication skills 
may be delayed in development, such as, eye 
contact and gestures to communicate needs, 
waving goodbye or pointing at a desired object.

•   Children may have an extreme resistance to 
change of any kind, preferring to maintain a 
routine environment and rigid schedule.

•   Children may have unpredictable behavior and 
hyperactivity (i.e. staring at hands or flapping 
arms and hands, walking on tiptoes, rocking, 
tantrums, unusual postures).

•   Children may have poor judgment and may be 
at risk for endangerment, such as running out 
into a busy parking lot.

Free assessment: For 0-2 years old, contact Help 
Me Grow at 216-736-4300.  For 3 and above, 
contact your local school district.

continued
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continued

aBOuT auTISM CONTINuED

H BEHaVIORaL INTERVENTIONS 

(developed with information from  
www.rsaffran.tripod.com/whatisaba; 
www.autismspeaks.org;  
www.bacb.com;  
www.centerforautism.com/getting_started/aba.asp)

There are many intervention methods currently 
in practice for individuals with autism. However, 
few have research to support their effectiveness. 
Those that do, have a strong foundation in Applied 
Behavior Analysis which is defined here.

Over three decades of research have shown that 
intensive behavioral interventions can lead to both 
short- and long-term improvements in functioning. 
That is where Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
comes in.

Children with autism are often capable of learn-
ing, but it takes a very structured environment, 
one where conditions are optimized for acquiring 
the same skills that typical children learn “naturally.” 
Applied Behavioral Analysis is all about the rules 
for setting up the environment to enable children 
with autism to learn.

Behavior analysis demonstrates that rewards — 
or immediate positive consequences to a target 
behavior — lead to positive behavior changes. 
Conversely, any new behavior we may try, but 
is never rewarded, is likely to die out after a 
while (how often will you dial that busy number?). 
As common sense would have it, a behavior that 
results in something unpleasant is even less likely 
to be repeated. These are the basics of behavioral 
learning theory. ABA uses these principles to set up 
an environment in which individuals with autism 
learn as much as they can as quickly as possible. It 
is a science, not a “philosophy.” ABA is an objective 
discipline, focusing on the reliable measurement 

and objective evaluation of observable behavior.

Procedures used in Applied Behavior Analysis 
include the use of positive and negative reinforce-
ment, extinction, modeling, shaping, and chaining 
behaviors. Applied Behavior Analysis programs 
also include the use of token economies, discrete 
trials, behavior momentum and self-management 
techniques, among others.

An effective ABA program involves a thorough 
assessment, data collection, and parent training 
regarding the procedures being used and skills be-
ing taught. ABA programs are individualized and 
can take place in a variety of settings, ranging from 
structured teaching in a one-on-one setting at a 
table to play-based activities.

 

H   HOW TO IMPLEMENT  
BEHaVIORaL STRaTEGIES 

•   Develop an individualized educational plan with 
your school.

•   Break down difficult tasks into (discrete) teach-
able steps.

•   Provide clear instructions to the child.

•   Physically, visually or verbally prompt or provide 
a model for the way to perform specific behaviors.

•   Fade prompts as the child masters the skill.

•   Immediately give praise and rewards for doing 
appropriate behaviors.

•   Shape a response by rewarding positive behaviors 
and slowly increasing your standards.

•   Fade prompts towards independence and transfer 
external reinforcement to intrinsic reinforcement.

•   Use tools to assess and replace inappropriate 
behaviors.
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aBOuT auTISM CONTINuED

•   Teach when and when not to perform the learned 
behaviors.

•   Practice positive behaviors in various settings and 
with a variety of individuals for generalization of 
the skill.

H  HOW TO SPEak TO a PERSON  
WITH auTISM 

•   Make sure you have the person’s attention (body 
language or fleeting eye contact). 

•   Make comments or directions clear and short. 
Write out directions for a reader or draw pictures 
for a non-reader.  Pause after giving directions to 
allow person to process the verbal information. 

•   Give the person choices in the conversation (ex. 
“Would you like a sandwich or pizza?”). 

•   Have the person repeat important information to 
confirm understanding (ex. Ask, “Where are we 
going?” after you’ve shared that information). 

•   Use pictures or drawings to help them communi-
cate (ex. pictures of food or activity choices).

H  HOW TO aDaPT aN ENVIRONMENT 
fOR SuCCESS 

•   Reduce distractions (less lighting, noise, unclut-
tered area).

•   Provide a schedule for each activity with a clear 
beginning and end. 

•   Use pictures or written cards such as “quiet,”  
 “I need a break,” or “I need help.” 

•   Use timers to provide limits and closure. 

H  HOW TO aDDRESS  
INaPPROPRIaTE BEHaVIOR 

•   Prioritize and deal with behaviors that interfere 
most with a child’s learning or the learning of 
others around him or her.

•   Find socially acceptable replacements, such as 
clapping hands instead of flapping, saying  “This 
is fun”  instead of squealing. 

•   Redirect child engaged in inappropriate behavior 
— immediately reward positive behavior.

•   Be proactive . . . think before the child reacts, 
make a plan to prevent inappropriate behavior 
before it occurs.

•   Ignore attention seeking behavior — immediately 
reward positive behavior with attention. 

•   Go back to something easier when the child be-
comes frustrated, then return to the targeted task 
when the child calms.  Provide more supports.

•   Teach children trying to escape work to request a 
break . . . but try to have them come back and fin-
ish the task (even if it is for one more little bit).

•   If the child is hurting himself or others, seek a 
behavior analyst or psychologist specializing in 
behavioral techniques to help create a behavior 
plan. 
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COMMITTEES aND VOLuNTEERS
JuNE 2011 TO MaY 2012

10TH 
 aNNIVERSaRY 
CELEBRaTION

General Chairs
Rochelle & Mark
  Nyer
Peggy & Philip 
  Wasserstrom

Ad Journal  
Committee
Stephen Rudolph, 
  Chair  
Adam Berebitsky  
David Betsill 
Jeffrey Kahn
Christine Mayer
Brian Rosenfelt
Jay Rotsky
Philip Wasserstrom

Program  
Committee
Rochelle Nyer, 
  Chair 
Trish Adler  
Daryl Bailey  
Nancy Benjamin 
Rick Eickhoff  
Nicole Shefrin

auTISM aLL-STaRS  

David Betsill, Chair
Evan Burg 
Charles Cartier 
Billie Erickson 
Rick Erickson 
Scott Erickson 
Suzann Fleming 
David Fleshler
Talia Fleshler
Tamar Fleshler
Sari Gonick 
Brittany Herold 
Brian  Jasper 
George Jasper 
Peggy Kmetz 
Chad Leikin 
Jim Leikin 
Pam Leikin 
Sydney Leikin 
Cindy Lindberg 
Mark Nyer 
Rochelle Nyer 
Jeff Roads 
Susan Schraff 
AJ Solomon 
Heidi Solomon 
Porche Thompson 
Carla Tricarichi 
Brittany Weiss 
Judith Wertheim 

COMEDY  
BENEfIT  

David Betsill, Chair
Mark Adler 
Trish Adler 
Nancy Benjamin 
Mary Betsill 
Faye Birns 
Marti Davis 
Shari Dombcik 
Darlene Duvin 
Ric Eickhoff 
Julie Felder 
Patrick Fleming 
Suzann Fleming 
Sherri  Foxman 
Lydia Frankel 
Michael Friedman 
Barbara Gonick 
Linda Griffith 
Cassi Handler 
Jeff Kahn 
Christine Mayer 
Barbara Miller 
Jeff Muencz 
Jill Muencz 
Kirsten Nagel 
Brian  Rosenfelt 
Carrie Rosenfelt 
Jay Rotsky 
Nicole Shefrin 
Rabbi Joshua Skoff 
David Wasserstrom 
Alan Yanowitz 

COMEDY  
VOLuNTEERS  

Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, 
  John Carroll University  
David Betsill 
Frank  Buchwald 
Jeanette Buchwald 
Deb Cleveland 
Pam Farrington 
Tamar Fleshler 
Nicole Focareto 
Joe Gelles 
Gene Groys 
Jeff Kahn 
Adam Levin 
Rochelle Nyer 
Tara Quinn 
Tawny Ratner 
Becky Smith 
Selina Turner 
YouthAbility,  JFSA  

COMMuNICaTION  

Cindy Sykes, Chair
Michelle Kay 
Ellen Kleinerman  
Sheryl Markowitz 
Tom Sudow 
David Wasserstrom 
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COMMITTEES aND VOLuNTEERS
CONTINuED

CONfERENCE  

Rochelle Nyer, Chair

Conference  
Volunteers  

Norma Barron 
Jackii Bosley 
Shelly Briskin 
Frank Buchwald 
Jeanette Buchwald 
Marilyn Burg 
Linda Chapman 
Cheryl Cohen 
Katia Davis 
Katie Deiger 
Darlene Duvin 
Kimmi Elson 
Noam Gelles 
Shani Gelles 
Mya Gonick 
Rachel Grdina 
Jeremy Greathouse 
Nancy Greathouse 
Judy Hersh 
Art Hirsh 
Leslie Hirsh 
Richard Krueck 
Mimi Malaga 
Tii Mhlongo 
Brian  Pestotnik 
Nedra Rotsky 
Mina Saidel 
Nina Sobel 
Erin Tucker 

Ieda Warshay 
Carol Weinstock 
Brittany Weiss 
Erica Wilcov 
Debbie Wiznitzer 

DEVELOPMENT  

David Betsill, Chair
Adam Berebitsky 
Andrea Kanter Grodin 
Jeffrey Kahn 
Carol Lader 
Marvin Lader 
Christine Mayer 
Rochelle Nyer 
Brian Rosenfelt 
Philip Wasserstrom 

EDuCaTION  

Steven Wexberg, Chair
Peggy Kmetz 
Rochelle Nyer 
Susan Schraff 
Max Wiznitzer 
Deborah Zielinski 

ENDOWMENT

See page 49

faMILY  
aDVISORY  

Christine Barry 
Roberta Bauer 
Chris Filler 
Ed Flegel 
Catherine Gaw 
Peter Gerhardt 
Aimee Gilman 
Kurt Jensen 
Christine Jurik 
Terri McIntee 
Beth Mishkind 
Marla Root 
Madeline Rosenshein 
Judith Saltzman 
Deborah Zielinski 

fINaNCE  

Aron Douglas, Chair
David Betsill 
JoAnn Hirsh 
Jeff Muencz 

HuMaN 
 RESOuRCES  

Charmaine Brown, Chair 
Maria Schmitt 
Evelyn Schonberg 

MILESTONES 
 CONSORTIuM 
fOR auTISM 
 PROfESSIONaLS

See page 12

YEaR ROuND 
V OLuNTEERS  

Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, 
  John Carroll University  
Barbara Blatt 
Frank Buchwald 
Jeanette Buchwald 
Katie Deiger 
Sharon Eichenbaum 
Denise Eslinger 
Helena Farkas 
Rachel Grdina 
Debra Greene 
Deborah Zaccaro Hoffman 
Christine Jurik 
Britt Kelly 
Amira Kessem 
Amy Lu 
Lisa Platko 
Nadine Resor 
Jeff Rhodes 
Alice Roth 
Nedra Rotsky 
Mina Saidel 
YouthAbility, JFSA  
Lisa Zimmerman 
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OAR is proud to partner with Milestones in support of its efforts to provide 
quality, evidence-based resources and education to the autism community 
of Ohio.  Thank you for the opportunity to present the OAR Track, bringing 
speakers completing cutting-edge research funded by OAR to parents and 
professionals. 

OAR’s mission breaks down into three statements:  

 

Here’s how OAR does that in greater Cleveland and Ohio: 

RAISE MONEY.  Each year, runners join OAR’s RUN FOR AUTISM- 

Cleveland team to train hard and raise money for autism research.  In 2011, 
over 250 OAR runners and walkers raised $17,256 between the Rite Aid 
Cleveland Marathon, Half Marathon, 10k, and 5k. 

FUND RESEARCH.  The money raised by Cleveland area runners will fund 

applied research- the research looking for interventions that can be used by 
families and professionals to help individuals with autism right now.  OAR 
has awarded over $2.5 million to fund 134 new research studies since 
2001.  Two OAR-funded researchers will speak about their research during 
this conference. 

CHANGE LIVES.  OAR strives to get evidence-based information in easy to 

understand language into the hands of people who need it.  Partnering with 
Milestones for the Life-Long Strategies for Success 10th Annual Autism / 
Asperger's Conference is a classic example.  It allows OAR to give back to 
the Cleveland community by sharing research made possible in part by the 
funds raised by the RUN FOR AUTISM- Cleveland team just last month. 

www.researchautism.org 

Raise Money. Fund Research. Change Lives. 
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ORGANIZATION FOR 
AUTISM RESEARCH 

 

 

About OAR:  The Organization for Autism Research is a national nonprofit led by parents of 
children and adults with autism and Asperger Syndrome.  OAR supports research that focuses 
on the challenges of living with autism, striving to help families, educators, and caregivers find 
the answers to their most urgent questions. 

Some current programs are: 

- Applied Research Competition and Graduate Research Grants Program: Awards research 
grants annually based on scientific merit and practical value of expected outcomes. 

-  Life Journey through Autism series: Six reader-friendly resource guides on research, 
assessment, education, and life transitions for parents, teachers, and service providers.  

-  Operation Autism, operationautismonline.org: Directly supports U.S. military families as an 
online companion resource to A Guide for Military Families. 

- Understanding Asperger Syndrome: A Professor’s Guide: An informational DVD designed to 
be used by college students with Asperger Syndrome to educate professors and resident 
assistants about Asperger Syndrome. 

- The OARacle, monthly e-newsletter: News on current research, useful resources, and autism 
community news of interest. 

- OAR’s Kit for Kids: A new program teaching elementary school students about autism using 
the fold-out book, What’s Up with Nick?, a student lead lesson plan, and a poster. 

- Schwallie Family Scholarship Program: College and post-secondary vocational/technical 
training scholarships for persons with autism awarded via annual competition. 

- Latino Outreach Program: Provides culturally adapted, Spanish, autism resources to the Latino 
community. 

 

www.researchautism.org 

For more information, please contact OAR (866) 366-9710 
or visit the OAR Web site at www.researchautism.org 

Follow us on Twitter @AutismOAR 
facebook.com/OrganizationforAutismResearch 
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© 2011 University Hospitals   RBC 00379

Shared dreams.
Shared successes.

University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital is proud 
to support Milestones Autism Organization.

There’s only one Rainbow.

216-uh4-KIDS    216 - 844 -5 4 37     RainbowBabies.org    Facebook.com/UHRainbowBabies
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Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital Congratulates

Aletta Sinoff, PhD
2012 Milestones Recognition Award

We proudly recognize your dedication and devotion to children with autism.  
Thank you for working tirelessly for the happiness and  

well-being of your patients at the Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism.

To learn more, visit ClevelandClinicChildrens.org
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The Jewish Federation of Cleveland supports the 
Milestones Autism Organization

in their quest to provide early detection, 
educational intervention, and cutting-edge 
research to improve the lives of individuals

with autism and their families.
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DOING WELL BY DOING GOOD
At Forest City, we are truly committed to the welfare of 

the communities we call home. That’s why we’re proud 

to support the 2010 Autism/Asperger's Conference and 

the great work of the Milestones Autism Organization.

Learn more about our Company and our Core Values at www.forestcity.net

DOING WELL BY DOING GOOD
At Forest City, we are truly committed to the welfare of 

the communities we call home. That’s why we’re proud 

to support the 2010 Autism/Asperger's Conference and 

the great work of the Milestones Autism Organization.

Learn more about our Company and our Core Values at www.forestcity.net

DOING WELL BY DOING GOOD

At Forest City, we are truly committed to the welfare of

the communities we call home   That’s why we’re proud

to support the 2012 Autism/Asperger’s Conference and

the great work of the Milestones Autism Organization 
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The power of teamwork?
The more we pull together, the more we can achieve. 
That’s our philosophy at Ernst & Young. This is not just 
for serving our clients, but for our community, too. That 
is why Ernst & Young is proud to support the Milestones 
Autism Organization. We’re also pleased to be part of 
the 8th Annual Autism/Asperger’s Conference. A better 
tomorrow takes all of us.
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ey.com
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The more we pull together, the more we can achieve.
That’s our philosophy at Ernst & Young.  This is not just
for serving our clients, but for our community, too. That
is why Ernst & Young is proud to support the Milestones
Autism Organization.  We’re also pleased to be part of
the 10th Annual Autism/Asperger’s Conference.  A better
tomorrow takes all of us.
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www.SSandG.com

DISCOVER WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT.

We are proud to support the

MILESTONES
AUTISM CONFERENCE
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HW Financial Advisors 
& HW&Co. 

are proud to support 

Milestones 
Autism

Organization 
and their mission to 

improve the lives of those 

affected by autism.

*Securit ies offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, 
a Registered Investment Adviser. Investment Advisory Services offered by HW Financial 
Advisors, a Registered Investment Adviser, are separate and unrelated to Commonwealth.

23240 Chagrin Blvd, Suite 880
Cleveland, Ohio 44122
(216) 378-7296
hwfa.com

*

Providing comprehensive financial services and planning for families, 
including those with special needs.
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Sign up for a Free Trial at  www.monarchtt.com

Award-Winning Software for Autism and Special Needs

 Interactive, Visual Learning  
Supports - Anytime, Anywhere!

•	 iPad	and	Android	compatible	

•	 Interactive	white	board	
compatible	

•	 Built-in	home-to-school	
connection	with	VizZleGram™

•	 Informative	student	
performance	data	

•	 24/7	embedded	and	virtual	
professional	development	

•	 Over	15,000	pieces	of	media	

•	 6,000+	peer-reviewed	
lessons

•	 Use	with	7	students	
simultaneously	on	1	license
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Visit www.proxtalker.com  contact info@proxtalker.com
or call us at (203) 721-6071 Toll free (866) 962-0966

Working with a child who you believe could benefit from using the LOGAN® 
PROXTALKER® communication device? Want to be sure it is The Right Tool 
for the Job for this individual? Simply scan the QR Code to the right, fill out 
the form below and fax to: 203-721-6071 OR send an email with TRY ME in 
the subject line to: info@proxtalker.com

We have created a program called “Try Me” that  allows 
professionals and parents to support their children’s 
 communication using the LOGAN® PROXTALKER® 
 communication device in all settings absolutely free before 
purchasing to make sure they get The Right Tool for the Job.

The Right Tool for the Job
With the LOGAN® PROXTALKER®communication device, we aim to enable
Independent Verbal Picture Communication as easily and reliably as possible.

Name* ______________________________

Title* ________________________________

Address* (No P.O. Boxes) ____________________

_____________________________________

City* ________________________________

Zip* _________________________________

Start Date* ___________________________

Email* ______________________________________________________

Phone* ______________________________

Company• ___________________________

Address* _____________________________

_____________________________________

State* _______________________________

Voice Output* Male or Female _______________

 Light Touch ______________________ EC

*Required Fields

SIGN UP NOW To Get Your Free Trial Device!

ProxTalker.com, LLC 327 Huntingdon Avenue, Waterbury, Connecticut 06708
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Summer iS Here… and it’S Heating up at notre dame College!
For 90 years, Notre Dame College has educated a diverse population in the liberal arts for personal, professional and global responsibility. With over 30 

academic programs and 22 varsity NCAA Division II athletic teams, it’s no wonder we’ve had eight consecutive years of record-breaking enrollment.

Stay Cool and foCuS on SCHool tHiS Summer:

4545 Co l lege  Road,  South  Euc l id ,  Oh io  44121

YEARS

If you’d like to join us for any of these events at Notre Dame College, log on to NotreDameCollege.edu or call 877.NDC.OHIO

Summer Springboard to SucceSS: 
June 25-29 and July 23-27
College freshmen often find the transition from  
high school to college overwhelming. This course  
will provide you with the tools you need to manage 
the increased reading and writing demands required 
of college students. Our program will help you sharpen 
your skills and enhance your college experience. 
Choose one of two week-long sessions to prepare  
for a smooth transition into college.

individual viSitS – We want to see you on 
campus this summer.  Call today to set up an 
individual visit. Meet one-on-one with an admissions 
counselor, tour campus to have an up-close look 
at NDC! Summer hours:  9:00am-7:00pm Monday 
through Thursday and 9:00am-4:30pm Fridays. Be  
sure to make NDC a summer vacation destination.

Hot topicS – 
» Average class size of 16 students.
» Exciting new ARCH Curriculum.
» Career-Focused, Liberal-Arts education.
» Scholarships for Band, Cheerleading,  

Student Government, Theater, Choir and  
Campus Ministry.  Plus more … be sure to ask  
your admissions counselor what YOU qualify for.
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Comprehensive, Innovative, Caring
 Preschool
 Day School
 Boarding Academy
 Adult Day Program
 Monarch Hall Adult Residence
 Extended School Year
 Summer Social Language Program
  Transitional Education Program
  VizZleTM (Visual Language Technology)
  Family Training, Support & Social Activities
 Consultation & Therapy
 Online Resource Center

In collaboration with Harvard Medical School and Children’s Hospital Boston’s Autism Language Program

216.320.8945 or 1.800.879.2522 | www.monarchcenterforautism.org     One Pollock Circle | 22001 Fairmount Boulevard | Shaker Heights, OH 44118
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Summit
Academy
Schools

26 free, public, non-profit 501(c)(3) community schools
for Alternative Learners with AD/HD, Asperger’s Syndrome

and related disorders.

www.summitacademies.com
1-800-442-5753

  

 
AVEDA LIFESTYLE SALON AND SPA 

 
24350 CENTER RIDGE ROAD 

WESTLAKE, OH 44145 
440-899-1225     www.bellacapelli.com 

 
 
 

 
Bella Capelli offers a wide range of salon and spa services including hair design, hair color, 
manicures, pedicures, hair removal, facials, massage and more!  With each and every visit, our 
team will make you feel relaxed, rejuvenated and refreshed whether you receive a stylish new 
hair design or a peaceful, balancing massage. 
 
Our Promise – Our team promises each person, who enters our sanctuary, a peaceful, 
inspiring, and individual experience that will be a celebration of their own uniqueness.  

Our Sanctuary is your refuge. 
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MUSIC THERAPY @
THE MUSIC SETTLEMENT

www.TheMusicSettlement.org

This year, we celebrate 100 years of The Music 
Settlement. We are also proud to recognize our 

46th year of serving the community through our 
Department of Music Therapy.

Here’s to the many “milestones” we have
to celebrate!

Kim Bass, M.S, NIC
ODE - ASL Certification, Pre-K - 12th Grade

Certified Master Signing Time Academy Instructor
330-527-0278

http://www.signingtime.com/kimbass      www.signingwithabass.com
Classes for: children ages 3 months to 12 years old.

We can come to you or you come to us.
We can teach and work with children or teach staff.

Let us know what your needs are and we can make it happen!!
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Celebrating a decade of Service 

Happy 10th Anniversary 
Milestones Autism Organization

www milestones org

Elizabeth A. Finley-Belgrad, M.D.
Specializing in Infant and Child Psychiatry

146 Forest Hill Rd.
Boardman, Ohio 44512

www.bethmd.com
(330) 782-2438

Fax (330) 782-2591
Appointments (330) 533-1670

H H

H

H
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Master of Science in 
Applied Behavior Analysis

Youngstown
S TATE    U N I V E R S IT Y

Our two-year program trains students in 
theoretical, experimental and application 
of behavior analysis through a balanced 

combination of coursework and supervised 
practical and research experiences in the 

community. Our coursework and practicum 
experiences have been pre-approved by the 

Behavior Analyst Certification Board® 

For details please visit our website:  
www.ysu.edu/ysuaba/

or contact our Program Director  
Dr. Jane Kestner  

jekestner@ysu.edu
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A Proud Supporter of

Milestones
Autism Organization

Safeguarding our clients’ interests.
Property Inspections
Property Preservation
Real Estate Owned (REO)
REOplus™
Repair and Rehab
Utilityplus™

Hazard Claims
Insurance Loss Inspections
Vacant Property Registration 
Compliance Connections™
Valuations

safeguardproperties.com
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 1

Womens-Journal.com

August September 2011

JournalJournal
ClevelandClevelandThe W   omen’s W   omen’s nn

East Edition

Complimentary Copy
Aug / Sept 2011

IN THIS ISSUE:  Health ~ Wellness  ~ Fitness  •  Making a Diff erence in our Community

SHARE THEIR STORIES ...pg 13-25

...pg 12

Educate ~ Energize ~ Empower

JournalWomen’sClevelandThe

A Print & Digital Magazine

Distributed Through Publicly Placed Locations in Cuyahoga County
 

Read our Interactive Digital Magazine on our website 
Womens-Journal.com

 
Empowering Women Through Knowledge

IS YOUR BUSINESS REACHING THE LARGEST 
CONSUMER GROUP IN NORTHEAST OHIO?

You can reach this consumer group -- women -- through traditional 
advertising or a unique opportunity for sponsored editorials. 

Call your local Women’s Journal today! 

Find Your Local 
Women’s Journal

The Cleveland Women’s Journal™  
East Edition

Call 216.228.1379 
for Cuyahoga East

The Cleveland Women’s Journal™  
West Edition

Call 888.749.5994 
for Cuyahoga West
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CONGRATULATIONS
Milestones Autism Organization

on your 10th year anniversary
and commitment to providing 
life long strategies for success 

to the autism community 
in the greater Cleveland area and region.

engagecsu.com

12
-0

06
01

Milestones_AD-CLEday.indd   1 6/1/12   9:38 AM
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milestones autism organization 
Pathway to the Future endowment Fund

of the Cleveland Foundation — Established 2010

honorary Co-Chairs
Carol & Marvin Lader

Co-Chairs
Carol & Scott Burg  H  Andrea Kanter Grodin

Committee
Barnett Bookatz  H  Vic Gelb  H   Barbara & Lev Gonick  H  Michael Ritter  H   Lisa Zimmerman

roadmap to adulthood
Beth Thompson, MSSA, Teen/Adult Services Coordinator

The Roadmap to Adulthood project, sustained by this endowment, empowers families to access resources, 

advocate for their adult children, and navigate government support systems   The Roadmap also incorporates 

trainings and consultations for school and community providers such as the Cleveland Clinic, Monarch, and 

First Responders, as well as families to enhance their knowledge of successful transition plans  In the past year 

we have instituted an internship program at Milestones for high school students with ASD and are currently 

creating a manual for other agencies and employers 

We would like to thank the following Pathway to the Future Endowment Donors for their generosity:

Mary & David Betsill

Carole & Barnett Bookatz

Candi & Bill Bradfield

Charmaine & Alex Brown

Carol & Scott Burg

Carol & Morton Frankel

Ann & Marc Freimuth

Joyce & Gary Fromson

GAR Foundation

Joan & Vic Gelb

Mia & Joe Buchwald Gelles

Peter Gerhardt

Barbara & Lev Gonick

Cathy & Larry Goldberg

Dr  Abraham & Sylvia Greenspan

Amalia & Adam Haas

Julie Hirsh

Andrea Kanter Grodin & William Grodin

Rossya Klebanow

Carol & Marvin Lader

Nancy Letsky

Christine & Richard Mayer

Pat & Charles Mintz

Jill & Jeffrey Muencz

Belleruth Naparstek

Marjorie & Arthur R  Newman

Rochelle & Mark Nyer

Sylvia & Robert Reitman

Nadia & Michael Ritter

Enid & David Rosenberg

Jody & Steven Sadler

Judith Saltzman & Richard Rogen

Susan Schraff

Linda & Daniel Silverberg

Rabbi Joshua & Ilana Hoffer Skoff

Jim & Myrna Spira

Will Sukenik

Cindy & Don Sykes

Ellen & Harold Ticktin

Alisa Warshay

Penni & Stephen Weinberg

Sally & Stanley Wertheim

Marcia Wexberg & Kenneth Singer

Anita Rothschild & Steve Wexberg 

Judy & Steven Willensky

Dr  Max Wiznitzer & Debra Peskin

William A  Wortzman

Paula & Kenneth Zeisler

Lisa & Rob Zimmerman
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SPONSORS
(INCLuDES GIfTS RECEIVED BETWEEN JuNE 2011 aND MaY 2012)

Thank you to the following Milestones autism Organization Sponsors:

 SuSTaINING $25,000+
Carol & Marvin Lader 
Albert B. & Audrey G. Ratner Family 

Foundation & Forest City Charitable 
Foundation 

Treu-Mart Fund 

 WORkSHOP $2,500+
Drs. Carol & Scott Burg 
Andrea Kanter Grodin & Bill Grodin  
Dr. Karen Horowitz & Jeffrey Kahn  
HW Financial Advisors
Arthur B. McBride, Sr. Family Foundation
Barbara & Abraham Miller  
Judith Saltzman & Richard Rogen  
Aliki & Peter Rzepka  
Senkfor Family Foundation  
SS&G  
Judy & Steven Willensky  
Dr. Max Wiznitzer & Debra Peskin  

 SCHOLaRSHIP $1,500+
Achievement Centers for Children
Dr. Laura Adelman  
Stacey & Adam Berebitsky  
Breakfast Club of America
Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland State University  
Barbara & Lev Gonick  
Dr. Nancy Wolf & Dr. Aric Greenfield
Stacie & Jeff Halpern 
The Nathan L. and Regina Herman Charitable Fund
Lara & Gary Isakov  
Monarch Center for Autism
Monarch Teaching Technologies  
News 2 You   
Northeast Ohio Autism Group
ProxTalker  
Tawny Ratner  
Safeguard
Will Sukenik  
Summit Academy Schools
TAP.it
Ellen & Harold Ticktin  
Sally H. & Stanley Wertheim

 LEaD $10,000+
The Cleveland Foundation
Lois Joan Davis 
Ernst & Young LLP 
Joyce & Gary Fromson 
Ganley Volkswagen & Subaru
Jewish Federation of Cleveland 
Meisel Family Foundation
Pat & Charles Mintz 
Organization for Autism Research 

 kEYNOTE $5,000+
Mary & David Betsill 
Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism
Larry Gogolick 
Dillon Howard & Angie Moffitt 
Kent State University 
UH Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital 
William A. Wortzman 
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Thank you to the following Milestones autism Organization Sponsors:

$1,000+
Trish & Mark Adler  
Autism Speaks
Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, John 

Carroll University
Dr. Arnold & Bonnie Caplan  
Gail & Harley Cohen  
Creekside Financial Advisors, LLC
Marti & Jeffrey Davis  
Suzann & Patrick Fleming  
Carol & Morton Frankel  
Lou Freiberg  
Joan & Vic Gelb  
Mia & Joe Buchwald Gelles  
Cathy & Larry Goldberg  
Eileen & Rich Greisch  
Dr. Adam & Amalia Haas  
Mary Ellen & Rich Huesken  
Riddi & Andy Kline  
Amanda & Ken Kurland  
Madav IX Foundation  
Dr. Harold & Suzanne Mars  
Skoda Minotti Marketing Services
The Music Settlement
Safeguard Properties    
Nicole & Jason Shefrin  
Rabbi Joshua & Ilana Hoffer Skoff
Support 4 Teachers
Tucker Ellis & West LLP
Andy Wasserman  

$500+
Academic Support Center at Notre 

Dame College
Susan & Dale Bass
Signing With A Bass
Bittersweet Inc.
Carole & Barnett Bookatz
Buckley King L.P.A.
Chapel Haven, Inc.
Ann Cicarella
College Internship Program
Sarah & Larry Cruise
Cyprium Partners

Daily Behavioral Health
Jennifer & Grant Dinner
Darlene & Robert Duvin
Sharon & Bruce Epstein
ESC of Cuyahoga County SST3
Dr. Larry & Bonnie Frankel
Ann & Marc Freimuth
Loren & Andy Frieder
JoAnn & Larry Hirsh
Kidslink Neurobehavioral Center
Knapp Center for Childhood 

Development
Lake County Captains
Jay Leitson
Christine & Richard Mayer
Mimi & Donald Mayer
Rhonda McIntyre
Susi & Peter Meisel
New Directions for Young Adults
Northern Speech Services
Dr. Joel & Sharon Peerless
Margaret Ransohoff
Red Treehouse
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FOX8 Cleveland
Liberty News
The Plain Dealer 
Positively Cleveland
Q104 Cleveland
Radio Disney AM 1260

IN-kIND DONaTIONS
(INCLuDES GIfTS RECEIVED BETWEEN JuNE 2011 aND MaY 2012)

Milestones is especially appreciative of the following In-kind Donations:



www.milestones.org		•		216-464-7600		•		info@milestones.org  55

KEYNOTE  8:30 TO 9:30                                                                59
 Brenda Smith Myles, PhD
  The Essential Autism Bag of Tricks:   

Practical, Effective, Low Cost Interventions 

WORKSHOPS “A” 9:45 to 11:00                                                      83
WORKSHOPS “B” 11:15 to 12:30                                                  159
WORKSHOPS “C” 2:00 to 3:15                                                    225
WORKSHOPS “D” 3:30 to 4:45                                                    299

For a detailed workshop schedule, see pages 57-58 

  tuesDay, June 19
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE:   
TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2012

Workshops “a” — 9:45-11:00
a-1   DOUBLE SESSION Part 1 —  Tantrums, 

Rage, and Meltdowns in   Individuals with 
 Autism and Asperger’s 
Brenda Smith Myles, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

a-2   ABA and SLPs: Strategies for Promoting 
 Effective Collaboration 
Joanne Gerenser, PhD, CCC-SLP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

a-3   DOUBLE SESSION Part 1 — Tools, 
 Technology and Strategies for Functional 
 Assessment in Naturalistic Environments 
Beth Glasberg, PhD, BCBA-D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

a-4   Applied Behavior Analysis Across  Disciplines: 
One Science, Multiple  Applications 
Richard Cowan, PhD, NCSP; Michelle Depolo, PsyD; 
Jocelyn Geib, PhD, CCC-SLP;  
Jaclyn Crissinger, MS, BCBA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

a-5   Teaching Language Concepts the Visual Way:  
The Monarch Model 
Mandi Rickelman-Jenkins, MA; Melissa Baker MS, 
CCC-SLP; Howard C. Shane, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

a-6   Teaching Secondary Students About  
Safe Relationships and Sexuality 
Lucille Duguay, LCSW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

a-7   18 Secrets to Know Before Your Child  
Turns 18
Jay Berk, PhD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

a-8   An Online, Case-Based Curriculum to Educate 
About ASD
Shanna Kralovic, DO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147

a-9   Using Video Modeling to Teach Communica-
tion, Play, Social, and Daily Living Skills 
Aires Cobb, EdD, ATP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155

Workshops “B” — 11:15-12:30
B-1   DOUBLE SESSION Part 2 —  Tantrums, 

Rage, and Meltdowns in  Individuals with 
 Autism and Asperger’s 
Brenda Smith Myles, PhD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

B-2   Joint Attention and Its Role in the   
Development of Social Competence 
Joanne Gerenser, PhD, CCC-SLP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

B-3   DOUBLE SESSION Part 2 — Tools, 
 Technology and Strategies for Functional 
 Assessment with Limited Resources
Beth Glasberg, PhD, BCBA-D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179

B-4   “Just Like Me:” A Peer Mentoring Pilot 
 Program for Teens 
Beth Thompson, MSSA; Aaron Danielpour;  
Lisa Danielpour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183

B-5   Effective ABA Teaching Strategies
Allison Frazier, MA, BCBA;  
Jocelyn Eskenazi, BCaBA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191

B-6   Structuring the Home Environment for 
 Individuals with ASD 
Scott Gossett, BA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

B-7   What Really Works to Help Acquire and Use  
Social Skills 
Jay Berk, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205

B-8   If It’s Not Autism, What Is It?
Roberta Bauer, MD, FAAP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211

B-9   Autism Tech Classroom of the Future
Leading Technology Companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221 
(This session repeats — see D-9, E-9 and H-9.)

Keynote    8:30-9:30
The Essential Autism Bag of Tricks:   
A Model of Practical, Effective, Low Cost Interventions 

Brenda Smith Myles, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
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LuNCH, EXHIBITS aND POSTER SESSIONS— 12:30-2:00 
MCAP (Milestones Consortium for Autism Professionals) Lunch

Sponsored by OAR     Meet & Greet OAR Speakers     12:45-1:45, Conference Center  
Registration required      For autism professionals only 

Parent and Family Member Lunch
Sponsored by Hickman & Lowder Co., LPA     Presentation by Judith Saltzman, Hickman & Lowder Co., LPA: What’s New in 
Special Education Law      12:45-1:45, Conference Center     Registration required     For parents and family members only

Experience E. 4th Street Social — starts 5:30 — for all conference attendees and guests 
Sponsored by Flannery’s Pub (323 Prospect Avenue, East)     Registration required     Walk-ins welcome!

Workshops “D” — 3:30-4:45
D-1   DOUBLE SESSION Part 2 —  Friendships: 

Practical Tips for Teaching  Hidden Social Needs 
and How to Make Them Part of Every Day
Brenda Smith Myles, PhD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299

D-2   Moving Beyond the Basics: Strategies for 
 Addressing Higher Level Language Skills  
Joanne Gerenser, PhD, CCC-SLP. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305

D-3   DOUBLE SESSION Part 2 — Tools, 
Tech nology and Strategies for  Addressing 
 Challenging Behavior with Limited  Resources 
Beth Glasberg, PhD, BCBA-D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 319

D-4   Teach Your Child Chores and  
Other Important Life Skills 
Kim Renner, MS, LLP, BCBA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323

D-5   What School Counselors Need to Know  
About Counseling Children on the Spectrum 
Denise Eslinger, NCSP, LPCC-S, ASD, BCPC . . . 331

D-6   Best Practices for ASD/HFA Adults 
 Transitioning to the World of Work  
Kurt Jensen, PsyD; Lisa Meeks, MA . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339

D-7   Young Adults and Coordinated 
 Multidisciplinary Treatment 
Andrew Rubin, PhD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …345

D-8   Siblings: Social, Emotional, and  Behavioral 
Adjustment Issues
Sarah Rintamaki, MBA;  
Lisa Ruman, MSSA, LISW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351

D-9   Autism Tech Classroom of the Future 
Leading Technology Companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 355

Workshops “C” — 2:00-3:15
C-1   DOUBLE SESSION Part 1 —  Friendships: 

Practical Tips for Teaching  Hidden Social Needs 
and How to Make Them Part of Every Day
Brenda Smith Myles, PhD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225

C-2   Promoting Play and Leisure Skills in 
 Individuals with ASD Across Age Spans 
Joanne Gerenser, PhD, CCC-SLP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231

C-3   DOUBLE SESSION Part 1 — Tools, Tech-
nology and Strategies for  Addressing Challeng-
ing  Behavior in Naturalistic Environments 
Beth Glasberg, PhD, BCBA-D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

C-4   Using Progress Monitoring Data to Guide 
 Everyday Practice in the Classroom 
Richard Cowan, PhD, NCSP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253

C-5   Classroom Behavior Management 
Allison Frazier, MA, BCBA;  
Lauren Noel, MEd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261

C-6   Transitioning from High School into 
 Employment
Beth Thompson, MSSA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 

C-7   Transitioning from High School into  College 
with High Functioning Autism  
Gretchen Walsh, MSEd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275

C-8   Evaluating Complementary Treatments 
Max Wiznitzer, MD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283

C-9   Developing a Learning Environment for Your 
Child: A Hands-On iPad Experience  
Julie Lowe, BA; Ashley Robinson, BEd . . . . . . . . . . . 295

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE:   
TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2012 CONTINuED
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KEYNOTE 8:30 TO 9:30                                                              363
 Diane Twachtman-Cullen, PhD, CCC-SLP
  An Intervention Potpourri: The Things I’ve Learned  

About Reaching and Teaching Students with ASD

WORKSHOPS “E” 9:45 TO 11:00                                                  371
WORKSHOPS “F” 11:15 TO 12:30                                                443
WORKSHOPS “G” 2:00 TO 3:15                                                  521
WORKSHOPS “H” 3:30 TO 4:45                                                  605

For a detailed workshop schedule, see pages 361-362 

WeDnesDay, June 20
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE:   
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2012

Workshops “E” — 9:45-11:00
e-1   DOUBLE SESSION Part 1 — Building Social 

Communication Skills: From Joint Attention to 
the Meaningful Use of Words 
Diane Twachtman-Cullen, PhD, CCC-SLP . . . . . . ..371

e-2   Positive Behavior Supports with Complex 
Individuals 
Peter Gerhardt, EdD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 379

e-3   Developing Narrative Abilities in Young Chil-
dren: Using Story Mapping to Help Children 
Comprehend and Express Narratives
Nicole Gerami, MA, CCC-SLP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 389

e-4   Using Sign Language to Facilitate Effective 
Communication
Kim Bass, MS, NIC, ODE-ASL Certification . . . . . 399

e-5   Plans and Programming: Staff Training  
to Ensure Successful Implementation 
Allyson Vaughn, MA, BCBA;  
Kristen Wilcock, BCaBA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 409

e-6   Everyday ABA: The Basics of Applied  
Behavior Analysis 
Michelle Nameth Baskin, MEd, BCBA;  
Hannah Flynn, MS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415

e-7   But I Didn’t Sign Up to Be a Special  
Education Teacher  
Jennifer Krumins, MEd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423

e-8   Therapists and Educators Collaborate  
to  Address Problem Feeding in Autism 
Cara Cuddy, PhD;  
Tamara Misch, MOTR/L;  
Rebecca Rothstein, MA;  
Allison Benedict, MEd, BCBA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 433

e-9   Autism Tech Classroom of the Future
Leading Technology Companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 439

Workshops “f” — 11:15-12:30
F-1   DOUBLE SESSION Part 2 — Building Social 

Communication Skills: From Joint Attention to 
the Meaningful Use of Words 
Diane Twachtman-Cullen, PhD, CCC-SLP . . . . . . . 443

F-2   Transition to Adulthood: Planning and 
 Curriculum Development
Peter Gerhardt, EdD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 453

F-3   ASD or a Psychiatric Disorder?  
How a Communication Assessment  
Can Help Differentiate 
Amy Nebel-Gould, MS, CCC-SLP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 467

F-4   Using Applied Behavior Analysis to Promote 
Functional Communication 
Amy Lockney, MS;  
Christa Homlitas Cullivan, MS, BCBA . . . . . . . . . . . 477

F-5   Take a Bite: The Feeding Experience  
in  Children with ASD
Cara Cuddy, PhD;  
Mary Jo Bravo-Giancola, OTR/L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 487

F-6   Be Prepared!  
Practical Behavior Management 
Michelle Nameth Baskin, MEd, BCBA;  
Kristina Ina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 495

F-7   Autism and the Family Connection:  
Building Relationships 
Jennifer Krumins, MEd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503

F-8   Cuyahoga County Board of DD  
Autism/Asperger’s Services
Thomas Kelbley, PhD;  
David Nodge, MEd,  
Catherine Rush, MS, MBM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 511

F-9   Technology to Promote Social Skills  
Across Environments 
Lauren Stafford, MEd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 515

Keynote    8:30-9:30
An Intervention Potpourri:  The Things I’ve Learned  
About Reaching and Teaching Students with ASD

Diane Twachtman-Cullen, PhD, CCC-SLP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363
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LuNCH, EXHIBITS aND POSTER SESSIONS— 12:30-2:00 
Conference Attendee Lunch 

Guest Speaker:  Debra Chwast, Author of An Unexpected Life: A Mother and Son’s Story of Love, Determination, 
Autism and Art     12:45-1:45 Conference Center     Registration required     Open to conference attendees 

Workshops “H” — 3:30-4:45
h-1   DOUBLE SESSION Part 2 — Shoring Up an 

Impaired Executive Function System: Edu-
cational and Organizational Supports at the 
Elementary, Middle, and High School Levels  
Diane Twachtman-Cullen, PhD, CCC-SLP  . . . . . . 605

h-2   Sexuality and Sexuality Education for 
 Individuals with ASD
Peter Gerhardt, EdD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 611

h-3   Using the Customized Employment   
Approach to Obtain Meaningful  
Employment for  Individuals with Autism 
Chris Filler, RN, BSN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 625

h-4   Elementary Social Skills Groups:   
Using Fun Tools to Create Social Thinkers
Rebecca Montgomery, CCC-SLP;  
Whitney Knipfer, BS, MEd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 637

h-5   How to Reduce Noncompliance:   
Help from the Computer and the Clinician 
Christine Jurik, MA, BCBA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 643

h-6   I’m Ready for College but I Can’t Find My 
Backpack: Executive Functioning Strategies  
for Transition and Success in College 
Mary Lawler, MA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 651

h-7   Music Therapy:  How to Help Develop  
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