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Cuyahoga DD is here for you.
The Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities provides supports and services to 
people of all ages, backgrounds and income levels at home, school, work and in the community. 
From early childhood through adulthood, we’re here to help you with the things that matter most. 

216-241-8230                                 CuyahogaBDD.org

   

• Planning and support
• Physical, occupational and speech/language 

supports
• Assistive technology
• Behavior supports

• Information on housing options
• Support to find or maintain employment or day services
• Connections to community partners and resources
• Travel assessment and training

Family Supports Program
Funding is available for people eligible for Cuyahoga 
DD services who live at home with their families and 
not enrolled on a Medicaid waiver. Funds can be used 
for camp assistance, respite care, home modifications, 
special  equipment, incontinence supplies, specialized 
nutrition, services for infants and toddlers, and leisure/
recreation. Application available at CuyahogaBDD.org

Lending Libraries
Take advantage of the OT/PT and Assistive 
Technology lending libraries that contain 
over 3,000 pieces of equipment  that can be 
loaned for trial periods. Examples include: 
wheelchairs, lifts, WatchMinders and video 
doorbells. Call 216-736-2631 for OT/PT 
items and 216-736-2730 for Assist. Tech.

Cuyahoga DD’s  ATV (Assistive Technology Vehicle) 
demonstrates much of the same technology available 
in the Custom Living Environment (CLE) and increases 
awareness of this technology at public events, conferences 
and other opportunities in the community. 

Cuyahoga DD’s CLE (Custom Living Environment) is a demonstration smart apartment 
that showcases many assistive technology tools that can be used in a person’s home 
to increase independence. Visit the CLE and try before you buy! 
           

 Examples of technology featured in the CLE include:
 

• Ceiling mounted lift system           
• Standing wheelchair
• Remote monitoring system
• Robotic feeding device         

Using technology to increase opportunities and independence

• Smart devices            
• Adapted cookware
• Sensory area 

For more information about the CLE or ATV, or to schedule 
a visit, go to CuyahogaBDD.org or click HERE.
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Thank you to our 
incredible sponsors 
and exhibitors who 
made this year’s 
conference possible!

Milestones is grateful to our 
community of supporters who 
enrich the Milestones National 
Autism Conference year after year. 
Our sponsors and exhibitors make 
our work possible and they are 
the reason our organization is able 
to provide invaluable, evidence-
based education to hundreds of 
attendees from around the world. 

Thank you for helping Milestones 
continue our mission by enabling 
us to empower professionals, 
families and individuals on the 
spectrum with life-changing, 
practical strategies for success.

2021
AT A GLANCE

136 

SPEAKERS

89
VIRTUAL 

SESSIONS

930
REGISTRANTS

CEUS IN 12 
DISCIPLINES
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KEYNOTE SPONSOR

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR CEU HELP SPONSOR

REFRESHER BREAKS 
SESSION SPONSOR

ART EXHIBIT SPONSORBACKSTAGE PASS SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

EXPO HALL SPONSOR

NETWORKING HALL SPONSOR

EVALUATION SPONSOR
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CONFERENCE COMMUNITY SPONSORS

CONFERENCE MENTORING SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 MODERATORS

KEYNOTE BREAKOUT SPONSORS SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR

MEDIA PARTNERS

Bobby Fund of the Jewish 
Federation of Cleveland

The Bennett and Donna 
Yanowitz Family Foundation, 

a supporting foundation of the 
Jewish Federation of Cleveland

Tracy Masterson
John Carroll University, 

Associate Professor of Psychology

SPECIAL MENTION:

Autumn Ziemba 
Former Fox 8 News Anchor, Parent

Rebecca Beam
Zavicon, Founder & CEO

Doug Blecher
Autism Personal Coach, Founder

Jennifer Jordan Campbell
FOX8 News Anchor

Rick Jackson
Ideastream Public Media

Senior Host/Producer
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THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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2021 KEYNOTES

Morénike Giwa Onaiwu, MA
Morénike Giwa Onaiwu is an educator, public speaker, 
advocate and parent of children on the spectrum. She is 
involved in various social justice activism endeavors and 
is a contributing author/editor of several publications, 
abstracts and books focused on community engagement, 
intersectionality, disability, advocacy and inclusion. 

Morénike has been an invited speaker at the White House, 
the United Nations Headquarters, and a keynote speaker 

or presenter at numerous peer-reviewed advocacy, education, disability and 
research conferences. She has been the recipient of numerous awards, including 
the Advocating for Another: Health Activist of the Year WEGO Health Award and the 
Service to the Self-Advocacy Movement Autistic Self Advocacy Network Award. 

Keynote: Forged by Fire: The Intersection of Race, Disability, and Gender

Session B-02: Eye of the Beholder: Our “Obsessions” = Opportunities

Session D-02: Leading with Your Life Story

Alix Generous, MS
Alix Generous is a mental health activist, writer, 
entrepreneur, child therapist and artist. Her TED talk “My 
Inner Life with Asperger’s” has been viewed over 1.9 
million times and she has spoken around the world about 
her life experiences. 

As an #ActuallyAutistic influencer, Alix’s passion for her 
work in autism and mental health advocacy stems from 
her childhood, when she experienced the challenges of 
having undiagnosed autism and faced collateral institutional abuse. She now acts as 
a voice for young people with both mental health and developmental disabilities, 
taking on projects that increase awareness and acceptance of those with mental 
differences, advocating for non-violence, sustainability and equality.

Keynote: The Autism Sensory Experience

Session F-01: It Takes Two: Autism and Dual Diagnosis

Session H-02: Shaping the Future of Autism Employment
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
2021 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS

Justin Meade
Autism Awareness Training and Acceptance Program

Justin Meade is a police officer, crisis intervention specialist and special 
needs advocate in Northeast Ohio. He is recognized as a subject matter 
expert on the topics of crisis intervention and first responder interactions 
with individuals who have intellectual and developmental disabilities 
(ID/DD) and mental health challenges.

Officer Meade founded the 501(c)(3) nonprofit Autism Awareness Training 
and Acceptance Program (AATAP), where he serves as the executive director 
and chief instructor. AATAP offers free awareness and acceptance education, 
as well as crisis intervention and practical de-escalation training to first 
responders, organizations and anyone else who is interested. AATAP also 
works directly with individuals with special needs and their families on how 
to interact with first responders, providing them with educational resources 
to help them thrive.

Ayesha Abdullah, MEd
Therapeutic School House LLC

Ayesha Abdullah is the owner of the Therapeutic School House, a home-like 
daycare that provides specialized care and education to young children on 
the spectrum in a safe and stable environment. She has been in the field 
of education for more than 20 years as an intervention specialist. Ayesha is 
also the mother to a 16-year-old son on the spectrum. Due to his needs, she 
discovered there were not many individuals who were adequately trained to 
care for her son while she worked. 

In 2010, Ayesha started to put a plan into action to open a very unique 
daycare of her own. She used her entire life savings to purchase a 2800 
sq. ft. home and completely converted it into a school. Her goal is to 
maximize each child’s level of development while preparing them socially 
and academically through a unique learning approach that incorporates 
attractive and adapted teaching materials. 

“Helping others is what I was raised to do. My team of volunteers and I have 
provided free training on autism and other special needs to more than 230 

first responders. Don’t be afraid to go out and make a difference.”

“I have had the opportunity to be a consultant to many individuals who are interested in 
embarking on the same journey as myself. My advice is to put every thought or idea down on 
paper. What keeps me motivated are my own children and the different families that I serve.”

FAMILY TRIBUTE AWARD

COMMUNITY HERO AWARD
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
2021 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS

Jenna Newman
Heroes Helping Those with Special Needs

Jenna is the founder and president of a newly-formed nonprofit in Mentor, 
Ohio, called Heroes Helping Those with Special Needs. This nonprofit 
provides sensory bags to both fire and police departments locally and 
nationwide. They team up with the Autism Awareness Training and 
Acceptance Program, an autism organization in Hubbard, Ohio, to provide 
free autism and first responder training. In addition, the organization 
provides a special needs safety program called STICKS at local fire 
and police departments, and holds family-friendly special needs events 
throughout the year. 

Jenna is always looking for ways to make the world a better place for her 
son and others by spreading autism awareness and fostering acceptance. 
Jenna knows firsthand that small changes can have a huge impact.

Caitlin Keener, MSW, LSW
Summit Academy Management

Caitlin Keener is a master’s level licensed social worker in the state of Ohio 
who has spent the majority of her career working to eliminate barriers to 
education for students with special needs. She has extensive experience 
conducting groups to teach social, coping and adaptive behavior skills 
to students receiving special education services. Caitlin also developed 
a “life skills lab” in Summit Academy Toledo to assist students in learning 
independent living skills, and a “community closet,” which serves families by 
providing food, hygiene and paper products, clothing and other resources.

Currently, Caitlin serves as a regional special education director for Summit 
Academy Management, where she provides oversight to the special 
education programs in nine schools throughout Ohio. Caitlin is a great role 
model for students, who look up to her and know that she is always in their 
corner, even when it feels like no one else is.

“Don’t sit around and wait for someone else to start an idea that you have, just go for it! 
Seeing the smiles on the kids’ faces and the first responders is one of the most rewarding 

things--both groups are learning so much from each other!”

 “I truly love helping others and helping to eliminate barriers for those who may not be able to 
eliminate those barriers themselves. I am motivated on a daily basis when I see my students succeed, 

when they realize they did something they didn’t think they could, when that ‘light bulb’ goes off.”

OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR AWARD

FAMILY TRIBUTE AWARD
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
2021 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS

Michael P. Storz, MBA
Chapel Haven Schleifer Center

Michael P. Storz is president of Chapel Haven Inc., overseeing a flourishing 
campus in New Haven, Connecticut, where 250 adults with social and 
developmental disabilities are learning to live independent, self-determined 
lives. Michael joined Chapel Haven in 2000. Under his leadership, Chapel 
Haven recently completed a $45 million transformation of its Westville 
campus and added a senior living facility, allowing senior members of the 
community to continue living among friends with independence.

Prior to Chapel Haven, Michael worked with children and adults with autism 
in both the classroom and home environments. He has advised disability 
programs in England, Kuwait, Poland and across the United States. He is 
president of the National Association for Residential Providers of Adults with 
Autism, is co-chair of the Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship, and chairs 
the Bethany Leapley Autism Spectrum Disorder Charity Fund. Mike relishes 
volunteering his time as a sensitive Santa for children with disabilities.

Cory Svette
The Cleveland Opera

Cory Svette is the director for Sharon’s Signers in Elyria, Ohio, a choir that 
performs sign language to music in the style of musical theater for opera and 
Disney story-related works. Cory is also the executive director and theater 
director for Sharon’s Westlake Signers and Sharon’s Youth Signers. Cory has 
been known to use his personal time, money and resources to purchase and 
create amazing costumes and sets.

Cory is an exceptional role model and mentor. Through these programs, Cory 
is able to create and maintain bonds of friendship for numerous individuals 
with special needs. Cory has transformed these sign choirs into a real 
“family” that means so much to everyone who is involved. Cory is also a 
talented professional vocalist for the Cleveland Theater, Cleveland Opera, 
and the Westlake Church of the Redeemer. 

“In my work, I’ve tried to set a tone of inclusiveness and I’ve been fortunate to be surrounded 
by a team who feels as passionately as I do about championing adult independence.”

“Helping others through music and theater has always been a give-and-take reward 
for myself. Watching others grow, while learning how better to communicate with 

all types of special needs individuals, has shaped my life and my jobs.”

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AWARD
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
2021 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS

Dr. Robert Needlman, MD
MetroHealth Medical Center

Dr. Robert Needlman has been a developmental and behavioral pediatrician 
for more than 30 years. Early in his career, he discovered the power of 
parents reading aloud to children--in part, by reading to his own child--
and the unique opportunity that pediatricians have to pass on this gift to 
patients. The result is a national organization, Reach Out and Read (ROR), 
which works with doctors and families in all 50 states.

For the last 20 years, Dr. Needlman has led ROR Greater Cleveland, 
supporting 35 clinics in the region. Dr. Needlman also coordinates the 
Division of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at MetroHealth Medical 
Center, which provides care to children with a range of developmental 
problems, and works closely with the MetroHealth Autism Assessment Clinic. 
He’s also the co-author of the last four editions of “Dr. Spock’s Baby and 
Child Care,” the classic parenting manual.

Marla Root
Ohio Autism Insurance Coalition and Root Consulting

Marla Root is the founder and director of the Ohio Autism Insurance Coalition, 
through which she supports families and Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
providers navigating insurance-funded treatments. Marla is one of the only 
providers in Ohio to specifically advocate for insurance to pay for ABA. The 
Coalition’s website provides over 3,000 visitors with educational materials 
each year.

Marla’s 25-year-old son Eli is significantly impacted by autism and an 
intellectual disability. He led her to advocate for services and to eventually 
become an administrator for a CARK-accredited mental health center.
Marla was honored to receive the 2016 Autism Speaks Implementation Award 
for developing the Coalition. IIn 2010, the Governor’s Council for People with 
Disabilities named her Advocate of the Year. She has also served as the public 
policy chair for the Autism Society of Ohio.

 “There isn’t anything in life more satisfying than helping another person. It’s wonderful to 
have a job that lets me experience this on a daily basis. My patients keep me going.”

“Over the years I have developed a passion for helping families find answers to their questions, 
while also mapping a path forward so they can advocate for the services they need.”

PROFESSIONAL TRAILBLAZER AWARD

PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
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INVESTING IN THE

For more than a century, you have supported the arts, 
education, health, neighborhoods, the economy and so 
much more. You see the bigger picture of what our 
community can—and should—be. Invest in the future 
by partnering with the Cleveland Foundation to make 
your greatest charitable impact. 

(877) 554-5054
clevelandfoundation.org/give

bigger picturebigger picture
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Visit ClevelandClinicChildrens.org/Autism

For the lives  
you touch.  
For the difference  
you make.
We proudly support Milestones Autism 
Resources and your mission of improving the 
lives of individuals on the autism spectrum.
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Power up
We’re proud to support those 
who help keep our communities 
healthy and strong.
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EMPATHY DRIVES INNOVATION
Rangam’s holistic workforce solutions offer diverse talent with all abilities to 
organizations. We build innovative workforce strategies in collaboration with 

researchers, universities, disability & staffing industry experts.
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PERSONALIZED INVESTMENT SOLUTIONS

With a focus and expertise on the complex issues of 
special needs financial planning.

The team at Gries Financial Partners invites you to 
experience wealth management focused on
your individual goals and aspirations.

Gries Financial Partners Cleveland
1801 E 9th St. STE 1600
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
216 861-1148   GFPWealth.com

Call Lauren Rich Fine 
216 861-1148 or LRF@gries.com
to arrange a consultation.



16  |  milestones.org

Contact us today to learn more about our commitment to care:  
216-588-8777 and Info@KoinoniaHomes.org. 

Creating Opportunities, Enriching Lives

2 1 6 . 5 8 8 . 8 7 7 7  •  KOINONIAHOMES.ORG

Koinonia is Northeast Ohio’s leading agency dedicated 
to ending the social, physical, and economic isolation of 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and 
other complex conditions. We provide residential, adult 
day, and career services to more than 600 people, with a 
staff of more than 580 nurturing professionals.

Visit our website to learn 
more about our whole-person, 
integrated care model.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

•  Behavioral & Mental Health Support via Integrated,  
Whole-Person Care

• Day & Employment Services

• Residential Services:
 ° Shared Living Accommodations
 ° ICF Group Homes
 ° Supported Living 
 ° Multi-System Youth Accommodations

• Respite Care

• Compass Pathfinder Program for Transitional Youth 

• Non-medical Transportation 

WITH HANDS WE SUPPORT, 
WITH HEARTS WE CARE
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From preschool through graduation

our school provides children with

autism a safe, structured education

that empowers them with the skills

to reach their fullest potential. 

Exceptional Education For Exceptional Students

For more information please call 330-746-7641

Visit our website at www.potentialdevelopment.org

Extended school year helps support

our students with autism maintain

the academic, social/behavioral

and communication skills needed to

reach their goals.

Potential Development students 

can earn a high school diploma

while learning employment and life

skills to grow into independent

young adults.

@potentialdevelopmentschoolforautism @potentialdevelopment
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C O N T A C T  U S  T O D A Y !  

T H R I V E  E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  I S  D E V O T E D  T O
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  C A R E  O F  C H I L D R E N  W I T H

S P E C I A L I Z E D  L E A R N I N G  N E E D S .   G U I D E D  B Y  O U R
P A S S I O N  A N D  D R I V E N  B Y  R E S U L T S ,  T H R I V E

P R O V I D E S  M E A N I N G F U L  E D U C A T I O N A L
E X P E R I E N C E S  F O R  O U R  L I T T L E S T  L E A R N E R S .

P L A Y .  L E A R N .  D I S C O V E R .  T H R I V E

Board Certified Behavior Analysts 
Early Childhood Educational Professionals 
Registered Behavior Technicians 
Behavior Technicians 
Speech & Language Pathologists
Occupational Therapists

 

At Thrive, your child’s Expert Care Team
comprised of the following specialists:
 

Our early childhood program is a
comprehensive educational experience
which provides both authentic learning
activities in a naturalized, play based setting
coupled with the clinical therapy your child
needs. Children receive their instruction in
the 1:1 / small group setting and each
student receives direct speech and OT
services weekly as part of their educational
program! 
Call us to schedule a tour today so you can
see for yourself the THRIVE difference! 

Who We Are: What We Do: 

216.217.4562 www.thrive-elc.com jbosley@thrive-elc.com
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We’re Here to Help You with Your Concerns 
and Questions 

The MetroHealth Autism Assessment Clinic (MAAC) 
provides multidisciplinary testing for children as young 
as 18 months with suspected Autism Spectrum 
Disorder or neurodevelopmental conditions. We are 
offer culturally sensitive, trauma informed care to all 
children and families impacted by neurodevelopmental 
disorders in Cleveland and surrounding areas. The 
clinic also has Spanish speaking providers. MAAC has 
expanded and is now located at MetroHealth Parma 

Medical Center!

Referrals from a primary care physician will be 
requested.

The MAAC team includes:

• Child neurologists

• Clinical psychologist

• Developmental behavioral pediatricians

• Social workers

• Speech and language pathologist

To contact the MAAC team, call 216-362-2250.

To learn more, visit metrohealth.org/maac.

MetroHealth 
Autism 
Assessment 
Clinic
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Get to know 
New Story Schools- Ohio

New Story Schools educate students with severe and complex 
behavioral and educational challenges. Our vision is for all students 
to grow and develop as individuals in preparation for meaningful 
adult lives. For over 15 years, we’ve pursued this goal in Ohio under 
the name Haugland Learning Center (HLC). This fall, HLC will 
reopen their doors as New Story Schools- Ohio.  

New Story Schools has a long history of  empowering students with 
special education needs to write new stories for their lives. Our 
schools employ an evidence-based approach to ensure we offer the 
services and education that are appropriate for students with autism 
and emotional support needs. 

We offer a safe, nurturing environment for our students and their 
families, where we strive to not only ensure that each student’s needs 
are met, but that they have the necessary support to learn, grow and 
achieve their goals. We do this through… 

Visit us at  
newstoryschools.com

To learn more

A Focus on Each Student  
Each student’s strengths and challenges are unique. 
Therefore, we build an individualized plan that includes 
strategies and interventions to promote success.  

Transition Readiness  
As we create individualized plans, we build student experiences 
around the goal of  returning to their home school district 
with the skills and tools needed to be successful in a traditional 
education setting. New Story Schools works to prepare students 
for a successful transition into adulthood.  

A Strong Behavioral Foundation 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) provides a framework for 
students to learn appropriate behaviors to be successful in an 
academic environment.  

Academic Commitment  
We believe all our students are capable of  academic 
achievement. The curriculum used for each student is aligned 
with state standards and has documented research evidencing 
improved educational outcomes. 
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Technology jobs for autistic 
adults in Ohio
As an award-winning technology consultancy, auticon recognizes that adults on the autism 
spectrum o�en have higher education in STEM and the talents for a career in technology. Despite 
this, many find it di�icult to secure or maintain employment.

To help them succeed, auticon pairs it’s technology consultants with Job Coaches who provide a 
compassionate management style. auticon views the employment of its consultants as a 
win-win-win for clients, the autism community, and society.

Apply now: https://autismworksinohio.auticon.us
NOW HIRING IN OHIO     1+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Salesforce Administrators
Salesforce Developers
Data Engineers
Data Scientists

So�ware Engineers
Data Analysts
DevOps Engineers
Job Coach

WINNER, 2019 VISIONARY EMPLOYER AWARD
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Special Schools in Akron,

Lyndhurst, & Westlake

Educating & empowering K-8

children with mild to moderate

autism, ADHD, dyslexia, & other

social and learning differences.

For more information regarding

open houses, admissions, and

the JB Way visit our website!

 

juliebilliartschools.org

admissions@jbschool.org

216-691-8916
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AUTISM SCHOOL

Students K–10th grade

THERAPY SERVICES

Physical, Occupational, and 

Speech-Language therapies

RECREATION, CAMP & SPORTS

Achievement Centers for Children

information 216.292.9700 
AchievementCenters.org

Highland Hills     

Westlake     

Camp Cheerful
in Strongsville

�

�

�

“The Achievement 
Centers gave my son,
Casey, a place where 
he can learn, grow, 
develop, and flourish.”

—Casey’s mother, 
Rebecca

ACC Milestones ad 20-F_Layout 1  1/24/20  11:03 AM  Page 1
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Discover how compassion and quality in 
ABA therapy can make all the difference for 

your child and your family.  
  

We accept most major insurances and verify 
benefits so that you don’t have to.  

CHANGING THE WORLD FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM™

Scan to schedule 
a free consultation 
and tour today bluesprigautism.com
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Accepted Insurance Providers: 

 

What does Connect the Dots provide? 

 Options for half or full day sessions, Monday-Friday. 
 1:1 ABA therapy for social language programming, 

behavior, and adaptive daily living skills. 
 Individualized programming for each child. 
 Daily opportunities for social skills building and group 

engagement. 
 Monthly parent training with your BCBA. 
 Quarterly home consultation with your BCBA. 
 Advisement from a multi-disciplinary team including 

Neurology, Psychology, OT, ST. 
 Extension opportunities to work on academic, Speech, 

or OT goals through the Autism Scholarship Program. 

Connect with Us: 
899 Frost Rd. Streetsboro, Ohio  

Phone: (330) 963-8600 
Fax: (330) 963-8680 

Email: info@kidslinkohio.com 
Website: kidslinkconnect.com  

 
 

Now Offering Early Intensive 
Behavioral Intervention  

Preschool age: 2-5 years old 
Enrollment for Fall 2021 
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22001 Fairmount Boulevard | Shaker Heights, Ohio 44118
lifeworksadultautism.org | 216.320.8710 | 800.879.2522  | contactus@monarchlifeworks.org

Ensuring individuals with autism 
lead healthy and enriched lives

Since 2013, Lifeworks has been at the forefront of clinical services for 

adults with autism. Today, a dynamic and ever-growing interdisciplinary 

team of professionals continues to reach for greater heights employing 

evidenced-based practices to achieve socially significant outcomes for 

individuals on the spectrum.  

Supported Living  I  Continuing Education & Prevocational Day Services
Behavioral Health Services  I  Career Services  I  Applied Behavior Analysis

Lifeworks
Adult Autism Services
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CHANGE

ACCESSPROMOTING

INSPIRING

OCALI is a recognized global leader in creating and connecting  
resources and relationships to ensure that people with disabilities have the 

OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE THEIR BEST LIVES for their whole lives.

866.886.2254   •  WWW.OCALI.ORG
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Programs

4040 Tamarack Dr.
Parma,Ohio 44134

9 

9543 Broadview Road
Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147

7457 Lewis Rd.
Olmsted Township, Ohio 44138

Our Purpose
STEPS Educational Group offers a comprehensive
array of early childhood, educational, transition,

pre-vocational, community, and summer programs
for children from PreK through age 22 who are on
the autism spectrum or have been diagnosed with
other related developmental differences. At STEPS

Educational Group, we take a person-centered
approach to teaching and view all students as

unique individuals. STEPS Academy, our flagship
program in Parma, utilizes the principles of

Applied Behavior Analysis in a naturalistic, school-
based environment. We recognize the importance
of using research-based instructional methods by

teaching skills that are meaningful and socially
significant and analyzing data to guide clinical
decisions. At Insightful Minds Community of

Learning in Broadview Heights, programming
emphasis is placed on students’ social emotional

learning in line with the Ohio Department of
Education’s SEL standards along with appropriate
grade- based academic standards. Students also

have access to Willow Farms in Olmsted Township,
which is a therapeutic farm setting where

academics are plugged into the caring for animals,
tending to the gardens, harvesting, and

craftsmanship. At each location, Intervention
Specialists and Associate Teachers provide

instructional support to students in both core
academic and specials classes. 

 

Our Website
www.stepsedgroup.com

Contact Us
info@stepsedgroup.com

440-572-1337
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Use Coupon Code:

48HOUROFFER 

for an incredible 

discount on an 

Annual or Premium 

Subscription!

www.autismadvocateparentingmagazine.com
Follow AAPM on Instagram: @autismadvocateparentingmag

Is there valuable Autism 
information you are missing?

☑ No more wondering if 
you are accessing the 
best information for 
your child.

☑ No more mindless 
scrolling or searching 
where to look for 
answers.

Autism Advocate Parenting 
Magazine is a Power-Packed 
magazine that will transform 
the way you learn about 
autism! 

☑  Access relevant and 
current information 
from Top Experts, 
Professionals and 
Researchers in the 
field of autism that can 
serve your family!
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BEST BUDDIES 
IN OHIO

Best Buddies International is a
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization

dedicated to establishing a global
volunteer movement that creates

opportunities for one-to-one
friendships, integrated

employment, leadership
development, and inclusive living

for individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (IDD).

Who We Serve:
The IDD community that Best Buddies serves

includes, but is not limited to, people with
Down syndrome, autism, Fragile X, Williams
syndrome, cerebral palsy, traumatic brain
injury and other undiagnosed disabilities.

Contact Us:
Phone: 614-928-3383

Email: ohio@bestbuddies.org
Website: https://www.bestbuddies.org/ohio/
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14538 Grapeland Avenue, Cleveland Ohio 44111 
Phone:  216-252-1399 

www.dailybh.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Daily Behavioral Health offers a wide range 
of  research-based comprehensive services, 
including: 
 
¨ Neurodevelopmental and Psychological 

Evaluations 
¨ Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA) 
¨ Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA)  
¨ Discrete Trial Training (DTT) 
¨ Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy 
¨ PEERS® Social Skills Groups 
¨ Home, Center, and School Services 
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Head to jkp.com and enter code MILESTONES at checkout for 20% off our Autism and Neurodiversity titles! 
Valid through 12/31/21 for US residents.

123 South Broad Street, Ste 2750, 
Philadelphia, PA 19109

hello.usa@jkp.com

Follow us on Twitter:
https://twitter.com/JKPAutism 

M
Sign Up for our Mailing List

https://jessica-kingsley-publishers-us-newsletter-sign-up/
Find us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/JKPAutism/ 

JESSICA KINGSLEY PUBLISHERS

 Connect with us!

Connect with us on Pinterest: 
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/jkpbooks

Click 

here to see our 

new and best 

selling books! 
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Notre Dame College Graduate Certificate in Autism Education 
 
Successful candidates have the opportunity to earn the Certified Autism Specialist (CAS) certification from the 
International Board of  Credentialing and Continuing Education Standards.   www.ibcces.org  

EDD 683
 

Foundations  

EDD 684
 

Behavioral  Supports  

EDD 685
 

Sensorimotor  Supports  

EDD 686 Communication,  Social Skills and Emotional Awareness 

EDD 687
 

Practicum  

 
This certificate is for educators PK-12 as well as those in social work, occupational therapy, physical therapy, 
speech/language pathology, music therapy, or any other touchpoint professional for students with Autism. Principals and 
school counselors also welcome!  
 
To register, contract Tina Jurcisin in the Office of Professional Development at tjurcisin@ndc.edu or 216.373.6520.  
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Thanks to you, 
families thrive.

Without your hard work our community wouldn’t be the 
vibrant place it is – a place that people want to call home 
and raise their families. It’s your selfless efforts that have 
inspired so many others to pitch in and have a positive 

effect on us all.
 

KeyBank thanks Milestones Autism Resources for making 
a difference.

Key.com is a federally registered service mark of KeyCorp.
©2021 KeyCorp. KeyBank is Member FDIC. 190104-521095-1209488721   key.com
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GET STARTED TODAY.
216.464.7600 ext. 200 | milestones.org/helpdesk

SPANISH LINE: 216.464.7600 ext. 5

“ The Milestones Helpdesk is connecting families to the help they need 

every single day. As parents to three boys on the spectrum, it is great to 

know that support and evidence-based resources are just one call away.”  
– Jon Dittrich, Parent

LET MILESTONES CONNECT YOU TO:
• Therapists
• IEP Support
• Assessment
• Doctors

• Support Groups
• Social Opportunities
• Respite Care
• Funding Resources and more!

N
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e 
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For recommendations you can trust,  

CALL THE MILESTONES 
FREE AUTISM HELPDESK 

to get connected with the best services for your family.
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Milestones 
Autism 
Planning 
(MAP) Tool

A ground-breaking online portal helping 
individuals reach their unique potential

Coming soon to milestones.org.

We are ready to guide you from 
diagnosis through adulthood

  Explore a curated prioritized 
checklist of independent 
living skills 

  Find practical tips and 
support to develop skills for 
every age and stage

Gain information and strategies for children and adults on

HOUSINGEMPLOYMENTEDUCATION LEGAL AND 
FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT

LIFE AND 
SOCIAL SKILLS

PHYSICAL 
AND MENTAL 

HEALTH



To be eligible for open positions, you must:
• Be age 18 or older
• Have a high school diploma or GED
• Have a good driving record (less than 6 points)
• Complete a background check and online training  

(Help will be available to complete this.) 

     
 
        

Cuyahoga DD is inspired by the commitment of Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) 
and providers of residential services who give exceptional care to individuals with  
disabilities at home and in the community. DSPs are at the heart of the DD system and 
provide a range of supports to help people with disabilities achieve their goals and live 
full, meaningful lives. 

Rewarding DSP jobs are  
available for people who want 
to help others live their best 
lives. Please consider making a 
difference in the lives of those 
who need you most.

Visit Cuyahogabdd.org/for-providers/ or scan the QR code  
to learn more about paid positions available now.

Supporting and empowering people with developmental disabilities to  
live, learn, work and play in the community.


